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This  is  a  description  of  the  possible  co-ordination  of 
an  existing  pastime  and  hobby  v/ith  a  19th  century  handicraft 
and  of  the  extensions  spreading  out  therefrom. 

Four  months  ago  I  purchased  two  doe  Angora  rabbits  and 
one  buck  -  pedigree  stock.  Their  hutches  were  inexpensively 
constructed  from  oddments  and  they  wore  fed  on  garden  and  hedge¬ 
row  plants  supplemented  by  household  waste. 

They  bred  in  their  usual  prolific  fashion  and  in  due 
course  presented  me  with  17  baby  Angoras. 

Prom  the  adults  I  clipped  quite  a  quantity  of  lovely 
v/hite  silky  wool  and  set  about  finding  moans  by  v;hich  it  could 
be  spun  into  yarn.  It  is  quite  ready  vdien  cut,  for  spinning, 
v/ithout  further  treatment  i 

Imported  spinning  wheels  are  expensive,  but  a  hunt  round 
various  ”Junk"  shops  and  chain  stores  produced  various  pieces 
capable  of  adaptation  to  the  construction  of  a  sorvicoable  "whoolo 
Plans  and  particulars  of  this  are  attached  on  a  separate  shoot. 

Prom  this  basis  a  number  of  interesting  occupations  for 
our  handicapped  friends  could  be  evolved. 

i)  A  communal  club  activity  for  men  with  a  little  sight 

-  the  construction  of  hutches  out  of  odd  materials. 

Apropos  of  this  one  of  the  men  in  my  district,  in  the 
North  West  L.C.C.  area,  handled  tools  for  the  first  time  sinco 
losing  his  sight,  in  the  endeavour  to  construct  a  hutch  to 
house  the  baby  Angora  I  had  given  him.  Ho  succeeded  well  and 
the  effort  has  noticeably  incroasod  his  solf-conf idonco  and 
morale . 

ii)  Another  communal  activity  for  men  with  a  little  sight 

-  piecing  together  spinning  wheels. 


This  would  encourage  manual  dexterity  and  tho  self- 
confidence  of  accomplishment. 


iii)  A  homo  activity  for  all  v;ho  are  fond  of  animals  - 
tho  care  and  breeding  of  one,  or  many.  Angoras. 


In  addition  to  feeding,  (on  otherwise  waste  foods)  those 
require  a  daily  clean  out  also  brushing  and  grooming  to  keep  . 
their  coats  free  from  knots  and  dirt.  (N.B.  sad  to-  say  mine,^^- 
don^t  got  much  of  thisi).  They  aro  sv/oet  tomporod  and  ta?no'''  , 
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o^^wool  attention  v/ith  a  beautiful  appoaranco  and  yield 

oontinnaa  atcachod  "Tho  Angora  Rabbit").  This  yield 

Lalor  ani  -0-^^  -bo  sold  if  desired  direct  to  i  whole- 

pound  ^ach'uqhh -f  best  grades  at  round  about  30/s  per 

pomid  pG?  annm!  '  ospocially  the  bucks,  should  yield  aboit  | 


iv)  A  homo  or  club,  activity  for  all  -  the  spinning  of 
angora  wool  into  yarn.  ^ 


can  sum  restful  occupation  and  an  expert 


"^2  'J-he  luiitting  or  weaving  of  garments,  boautifuT  1  t  r-Vif 


could  hf^  activities  numbers  of  others  related  to  them 

could  bo  introaucod.  For  instance 


a)  Breeding  of  fur  typo  of  rabbit  for  flesh  and  pelt. 

b)  Curing  these  pelts  at  homo  or  club. 


c)  Putting  together  fur  mittens,  gloves,  toys  or 
slippers .  ^  o  ^  , 


bit  fnnd  ^^^bs  could  include  the  wild  plants  useful  as  rab- 

1-  lood  and  specimens  could  bo  passed  round  for  handling. 


encourar.^tit/^of-?^'  ^ral  areas  for  these  foods  would 

s'moln  hntn  •?  necessary  exorcise.  An  interest  in 

sample  botany  mignt  bo  aroused  and  talks  given  on  this,  extendlnc 

and  properties  of  herbs  and  the^ 
byes.  It  is  more  interesting  to  imow  that 
Dandelion  is  an  aperient  than  just  that  it  should  not  be  given  in 
uantity  alone  to  r.abblts.  An  ounce  of  wool  dyed  with  vogtTtablo 
dye  would  be  interesting  to  those  with  a  measu?e  of  sightf  The 
and cultivation  might  become  more  interesting 
here'^^^"  ^  necessary  uo  enumerate  the  many  sidelines  possible 


Tho 


^  4.  p—  chief  value  of  pastime  occupation  is  its  power  to 
educate,  by  drawing  out  and.  by  stops  linked  together,  gradually 
to  widen  tho  ophoro  and  Intcrooto  of  tho  bllndbnrmtfrho  Las 
so  much  to  do  ho  hD.s  no  time  to  bo  doprossod  or  lonclT  nor  to 

eyoots  of  his  handicap  into  bad  tomper'^or  "awkard- 
nos,^  instead  of  supplement ing  them  into  accomplishment* 


m'ri  ava  Loader,  tho  Homo  Visitor  could  materially 

introduction  of  tho  oibovo  mentioned  pastimes.  Ofton^ 

persons  in  the  blind  ones  immediate  environ^ 
mont  who  understand  tne  cause  of  unpleasant  character  manifesta¬ 
tions  and,  tho  romody.  xixiuoua 
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(Signed)  E.  M.  LEE. 
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BOOKS  OH  RABBITS 
and  kindred  matters . 


Rabbits  for  Pood  by  C,  II.  ViTilllams 

Handspinning  of  Angora  Vv'ool  published  by 

V/a  Inioughs ,  London 


Tho  Angora  Rabbit  published  by 

W a Imoughs ,  London 


2/ 


Greon  foods  for  Rabbits  publlshod  by 

'  vValmoughs,  London 


2/8d, 


Books  on  vogetablo  dyos 


Librarios . 


Homo  dressing  of  Furs  publlshod  by 

Wa Imoughs,  London 

Angora  \iYool  Production,  publlshod  by 

Wa Imoughs,  London 


4d. 

2/6d. 


POODS  S ITI  TAB  LE  FOR  RABBITS. 


Clover 

Gloavors 

Agrimony 

Cabbage 

Coltsfoot 

Dandelion 

Do a due t tie 

Groundsel 

Hawluvood 

Cow  Parsley 


Knapweod 
Hogwood 
Plaint ains 
Shepherds  Purse 
Mallov; 

Mayweed 
Sov/  Thistle 
Hop  Trefoil 
Blrdsfoot  Trefoil 
Yarrow 

Dock  {Leaves  only) 


P  0  ODS  DANGER  OIJS  TO  RABBITS. 


Aconite 

Ariim 

Cuckoopint 

Anomone 

Buttercup 

Byrony 

Nightshade 

Wild  Orchid 

Bindv/ood 

Celandine 

Clematis 


Corn  Cockle 

Dog  Mercury 

Foxglove 

Homlock 

Bluebell 

Iris 

Marigold 

Poppy 

Pimpernel 

Toadflax 

Antirrhinum 

Henbane 


SPINNING  Vi/HEELS. 

(Seo  page  29  of  "The  Angora  Rabbit")*, 

A  general  idea  of  the  necessary  parts  and  lay-out  can 
bo  obtained  by  this  sketch  in  tho  book. 


The  following  were  my  adapted  pieces  -  culled  fr<jm 
junk  shops . 


Block  -  wood  18’’  x  8”  x  3"  thick  hard  wood,  V  cut  in  ond 
slightly  longer  than  t  diameter  of  large  wheel. 


Largo  IVhoel. 

Cost  1/s. 


A  push-chair  wheel  with  laiLbor  tyre  romovod. 


Pulley  for  Treadle,  A  wooden  wheel  3”  in  diameter  -  3d. 
and  with  a  groove,  attached  to  spokes  of  wheel  and  one  spindle 
through  both  it  and  the  largo  wheel. 

Spindle  and  supports.  Two  chair  spokes  with  a  hole  drill¬ 
ed  in  each  upper  ond  to  take  spindle  tightly  -  wheols  to  run  looso- 
on  it  -  blocks  to  keep  wheel  in  centre  -  cotton  reels.  Spokes 

are  sot  in  holes  drilled  in  V  ond  of  block. - , 

The  height  must  give  the  wheel  clearance.  qI 

Spindle  -  a  piece  of  curtain  rod.  The  _ — 

flier  and  spindle  at  tho  other  end. 


Similar  Cxialr  spoke  supports  with  a  piece  of  wood  nailed 
across  takes  flier  fitting  which  is  the  support  part  of  a  toillst 
roll  fitting  from  Woolworths.  The  toilet  roll  fitting  is  screwed 
to  the  piece  of  wood  crossing  the  two  back  spokes. 


i  ‘ 


Toilet 

fitting 


^ke  Flier  -  a  semicircular  piece  of  wood,  as  shown  in 
book,  is  fixed  to  a  spindle  tightly  and  the  spindle  runs  in  the 
toilet  roll  fitting. 


po  Bobbin  -  a  reel  or  such  like  is  fitted  semi-tlghtly 
on  tho  spindle  and  runs  at  the  same  speed  as  the  flier. 


For  method  of  attaching  driving  strings  see  book. 

Driving  \iVhoels  for  bobbin  and  flier  are  wooden  discs  with 
a  groove  round  the  edge. 
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